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Goals: By the end of this assignment, you will understand that Oedipus Rex has relevance in our time. You may choose to learn about Sigmund Freud – a controversial and important figure in the modern era – and his ideas about the importance of Oedipus Rex. Or, your research could also explore the concept of fate vs. free will or the role of hubris in causing one’s downfall.  This assignment is also a good exercise in using MLA citation in your sophomore year, a skill you will build on in high school and college. More specifically:  You will produce an annotated bibliography and a formal research paper answering the question you propose.

Step 1: Choose your path
1. A further investigation of Sigmund Freud 
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Have you ever said that someone has a big ego? This word exists because of Sigmund Freud. He developed an idea about how the human mind works. In our personalities and behavior, he said, we are guided by the id (unconscious primitive/animalistic side), ego (the part of the id that we modify to fit what we know about acceptable behavior), and superego (which incorporates values and morals in order to achieve “perfection” as opposed to realistic desires).      These are very brief descriptions of complex ideas.

· In addition, Freud also developed The Oedipus complex: A psychoanalytic term used by Sigmund Freud to describe the sexual desire that a young boy (typically aged three to six) feels for his mother and the rivalry and hostility the child correspondingly feels toward his father. This sense of competition is so intense that the child may fantasize about ways in which the father might be removed from the family so that the child can become the focal point of his mother’s attentions and affection.  Sound disgusting?  This is why we still talk about Freud’s findings today.

If you are interested in psychology and Freud’s psychoanalysis, consider investigating the work of Sigmund Freud even further for this project.

2.  Fate vs. Free will

· Fate is a far reaching term affecting many areas of concern that most widely and radically states that all events in the world are the result of some previous event, or events.  In this view, all of reality is already in a sense of pre-determined or pre-existent and, therefore, nothing new can come into existence.

· The alternative to determinism (fate) is the notion of free will, the doctrine that we as conscious human beings are free to make genuinely undetermined choices where we are genuinely able to do so, and where we are so freely, or relatively, able to choose to do so.

Did you find our discussion of fate vs. free will interesting?  Consider choosing this path for further investigation.  This is a great opportunity to do your own thinking/writing on a complicated topic.
3. Hubris and the downfall of people in our time
· Hubris – Greek for “insolence,” it is excessive pride that leads to the protagonist’s downfall. This overwhelming pride usually causes the protagonist to ignore a wise warning from a god, or another important figure.

· While Oedipus’ fall from grace may be a product of fate, it’s undeniable that his ego, his pride, and his vanity also played a role in his downfall.  Are there others who have experienced a similar fall from grace?  
If you are curious about people from our time that have endured a tragic fall (not a literal fall, of course), choose this path to research as your work could take many forms and explore a variety of topics/people.
Step 2: Develop a focus for your research

What’s your direction? Write it here:  

_______________________________________________________________________________________
Then, consider ideas you’d like to explore that are related to your topic.  Write your research questions here:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Step 3: Find the best sources of information 

We’ll spend class time researching and thinking about the questions you’ll explore.  As we do, please document your findings on note sheets.  You’ll need four sources of information.  Note sheets are attached to this packet.  Think about strong, reliable sources of information that help contribute to your understanding.  If you are using Web pages – not databases and directories – carefully evaluate your sources to ensure they are reliable.  
Step 4: Evaluate information

If you are not finding information that you can use, from a reliable source, it is essential that you rewrite your guiding research question and your keywords to more effectively pursue answers to your research questions.

Products: 

1. An annotated bibliography




DUE: Tuesday, December 11
Each Annotated Bibliography Entry should answer these four questions: 

· Summary of Main Purpose: What are the main arguments? What is the point of this book or article? What topics are covered? If someone asked what this article/book is about, what would you say? 
· Evaluation of Source and Qualifications of Author: Is it a useful source? How does it compare with other sources in your bibliography? Is the information reliable? Is this source biased or objective? What is the goal of this source? Who is the author, and why are they qualified to write about this topic? 
· Relation to Other Works: How is this source similar to other information on the topic? To other information you have read? How does it differ from an opposing viewpoint? 
· Reflection: Once you've summarized and assessed a source, you need to ask how it fits into your research. Was this source helpful to you? How does it help you shape your argument? How can you use this source in your research project? Has it changed how you think about your topic?
See the next page for an example of an annotated bibliography.

2.  A formal research paper





DUE: Tuesday, December 19
· 2-3 pages of content in which you answer your research questions using the research you’ve completed

· Typed and double spaced

· Four sources parenthetically cited throughout the paper and on a works cited page at the end of the paper

SAMPLE ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY
Annotated Bibliography by Lisa St. John for Research Question: “What is the Future of American Poetry?”

"About Us." Poets.org. Academy of American Poets, 2010. Web. 18 Feb. 2010. 
<http://poets.org/page.php/prmID/1>.
This helpful site has poets, poems, non-fiction written by poets, and online resources; it declares their mission statement and lists the many programs they offer. Although a bit of a novice site, it does provide crucial background information that is objective—they are a non-profit organization. This site has many outside links and teacher resources, unlike the Poetry Foundation site which is purely academic. I would use this as a starting point for both the historical data I need and what is going on in the contemporary poetry scene.

Bain, Marc. "The End of Verse?" Newsweek. N.p., 25 Mar. 2009. Web. 13 Feb. 2010. 
<http://www.newsweek.com/id/191012>.
This is an interesting article from the Culture section of Newsweek that discusses the apparent demise of poetry. Bain’s poetry is referenced in the piece, which makes his thesis surprising. From his point of view, it sounds like he studied Whitman pretty thoroughly. I would use him as a source to show what is getting published in the mainstream press regarding poetry.

Bright, Brenda Jo. “Introduction: Art Hierarchies, Cultural 
Boundaries, and Reflexive 
Analysis.”Looking High and Low: Art and Cultural Identity. Ed. Brenda Jo Bright and Lisa Bakewell. Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 1995. 174-175. Print.
This is a long discussion of the different levels of art. It is well researched. I thought I would go in the direction of “high and low” art in terms of online poetry versus print poetry, but after reading her I realize it’s not relative to my paper. There are a few quotes that emphasize the influence of culture on art, however.

Dick, Bernard. "American Poets in the 21st Century: The New Poetics." World Literature 
Today  
82.2 (2008): 71 72. Platinum Periodicals, ProQuest. Web.  13 Feb. 2010.
He describes new poets and their poetry. He sees the future of poetry as disjointed, and this is a valid point of view considered his is a professor of Literary Studies at Bard. I do not think I can agree with all of his points. I would use him as a concession for opposing points.

Research note sheets!  You need four sources! 


Research Note Sheet #________ Topic: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Research question (s): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Source: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITATION (take this right from Noodle Tools):
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The reason why this website/site is a good one:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Information about the topic that I learned from this source (use bullet notes but write down complete phrases you intend to use in your paper):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
