
Welcome to English 10!

Mr. Neden– New Paltz High School

voice mail: 256-4175, extension 69535

e-mail: jneden@newpaltz.k12.ny.us

After school I can be found in room 139
Objectives of English 10: 


This year is an important one: you’re one step closer to graduation, college, and careers. With that in mind, we’ll work to enhance your analysis of literature (both fiction and nonfiction), quality of writing, and help you understand how both are vital outside the English classroom. 

In particular, we’ll read longer texts and enhance them with others that connect them to recent events and current topics. Writing assignments will explore both literature and personal topics with an emphasis on clarity. 

Keeping in mind the advantages and difficulties of the digital age, we’ll complete several research projects. These are designed to build on your knowledge from English 9: we’ll complete a variety that emphasize finding reliable sources, documenting them properly (MLA) while synthesizing facts with analysis.

Additionally, we will explore the NYS Regents Exam in English Language Arts. Not only is this your final exam, but it also highlights a variety of useful skills.

Most importantly, I look forward to working with all of you—you are what make this job enjoyable. Please share your good and bad news. In particular, if you are facing difficulties that affect you in school, please let me know: a quick conversation or an e-mail helps everyone involved. 

Necessary Materials:

· A three-ringed binder or large folder for storage of class materials

· Composition notebook 

· Pens (black or dark blue ink only, and no pencils for work that you submit, please)

· Highlighters (optional)

· Access to home computer and printer, or make sure you schedule time to use the library before and after school

This Year We Will:

· Participate in Sustained Silent Reading (SSR) 
· Have weekly quizzes: quizzes in quarter 1 will focus on grammar; quarters 2, 3, 4 will focus on vocabulary (all information is on our class website)
Along with short fiction, nonfiction and poetry, longer texts will include:

· Oedipus, Sophocles
· A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry
· Macbeth, William Shakespeare
· The Things They Carried, Tim O’Brien
· The Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger

· Literature Circle Novels (students select their own longer texts to read in cooperative groups) 
Writing assignments and projects will include:
· Poetry Explication

· Visual Analysis

· Regents Essays (Argumentative Writing)

· Literature Analysis Essays

· Thesis and Support Assignments

· Research Projects 
Assessment:  student grades will be based upon the following formula:

Writing Assignments: 

50%

Quizzes/Tests
  

20%

Homework 

  

10%

SSR




10%

Class Participation 
  

10%



                                 

 100%

Writing Assignments: Assessment of student writing assignments is partially dependent upon the timeliness of each assignment.  This means that students must hand in assignments on time to receive full credit; barring extenuating circumstances, ten points will be deducted from an assignment for each school day the assignment is late. 
Homework: There is homework almost every night in English 10.  Students will be informed well in advance of all work.  Please check the website for all classwork and homework—and be sure to utilize Parent Connect, which will enable you to see each of your student’s grades for all assignments, quizzes, etc.
SSR: Sustained Silent Reading: the research is clear regarding consistent, individualized reading—it enhances the enjoyment of reading (especially when students select their own materials), it increases their reading comprehension, it builds their vocabulary, and it improves their individual writing. 
Class Participation: Students often ask what a class participation grade is based upon; the answer is that general behavior in class and the degree to which a student participates are both important.  A more complete breakdown of this grade is: 
	A Grade: follows all rules and procedures in an exemplary manner; asks relevant questions in class discussions; shares personal opinions when pertinent; takes intellectual risks by formulating thoughts out loud; consistently takes part in/leads relevant discussions; takes on leadership roles by helping peers and teacher; encourages others to engage in, enjoy, and see the value in learning and participating. 

	B Grade: follows class rules and procedures; focuses and engages in all tasks; completes all tasks; answers questions thoughtfully in class discussions; engages in relevant discussions; promotes a positive classroom atmosphere; demonstrates courtesy to classroom members; is not on cell phone in class.

	C Grade: follows some class rules and procedures; engages in a minimal amount of work; tasks sometimes incomplete (or show little effort); generally requires supervision; can be distracted or engaged in other tasks (cell phone usage in class); resistant to work; a distraction to others; makes inappropriate connections to topics.

	D-F Grade: consistently unprepared for class; needs repeated requests to engage in work; does little to no work; distracts others; chronic lateness to class; fails to follow even the basic rules and procedures of class / is often on cell phone in class; requires constant supervision; has received a referral; brings tension and confusion to the classroom atmosphere.                          


Plagiarism note: Students are sometimes tempted to take well-written sentences, clear organization, or unique approaches from other sources without giving credit to the original thinker/writer. The "borrowing" of another's work is sometimes an only half-conscious action, stimulated by admiration for the author's expertise and skill. Nevertheless, we must not plagiarize. This intellectual thievery is not only a serious ethical offence, but when students use others’ work, they cheat themselves of vital firsthand experiences in writing. Any plagiarism will result in a zero for the assignment.
The New York State English Regents Examination 

Part of our job this year is preparing for the New York State English Regents Examination; the exam has three sections. 

Part One: Reading Comprehension (60 minutes)

· Students perform a close reading of three texts and answer 24 MC questions

· Each test will contain one literature text, one poem, and one informational text (up to 2,600 words total)

Part Two: Argumentative Writing from Sources (90 minutes)

· Students perform a close reading of four texts and write a source-based argument, as directed by the task

· Each test will contain four informational texts, which may include graphically-presented information (up to 2,600 words total)

· This is the section to remember parenthetical documentation—since you have four separate texts to discuss, remember to state which one you are citing while you write.

Part Three: Expository Writing (30 minutes)

· Students will perform a close reading of one text (up to 1,000 words total) and write a two-three paragraph expository response. In their paragraph responses, students will identify a central idea in the text and analyze how one writing strategy (a literary element or literary technique or rhetorical device) develops this central idea.
	General Overview of Grading Standards




A D or an F is given if the essay/project:

· Does not present a clear idea / argument

· Is not structured properly / as described in assignment specifications

· Does not fulfill the requirements of the assignment (for example, if a one-page essay is handed in when the assignment requires a two-page essay). 
C: A C essay/project is an average assignment. 

· Fulfills the assignment (genre of writing, length requirement, MLA format, sources and research where appropriate, etc.).

· Presents a basic central idea and provides some evidence to support this idea.  

· Has grammatical and syntactical (sentence structure) mistakes, but they do not interfere with communication. 

B: A B essay/project goes beyond the standards of a C essay/project.

· The evidence used is specific, and it is directly related to the support of the thesis statement.

· The essay goes beyond the basic requirements of the assignment.

· The essay reveals a clear understanding of the importance of diction, logical structure, style, and proper grammar.
· Along with presenting a clear idea, a more challenging or complicated topic may be addressed.
A:  An A essay/project goes beyond the standards of a B essay/project.  

· The idea presented in the thesis statement may go beyond the perspective most readers have; it may even change the way a reader looks at the subject altogether.  

· Underlying assumptions, values, and the use of evidence are carefully examined, rather than taken at face value.  

· The essay’s structure, diction, choice of evidence, grammar, syntax and spelling are perfect—or quite close to it.

English 10 Contract

One of the purposes of this course is to broaden a student’s understanding and appreciation of classic and contemporary literature.  Only in a community of trust can we help each other reach our academic goals.  Some guidelines regarding the classroom will aid in our journey.  Please contact me with any questions or concerns.
· Language is important and words matter.  Racist, sexist, homophobic, or other abusive language will not be tolerated.  

· A respectful atmosphere is key to a learning atmosphere.  I respect my students as individuals, and I expect them to act accordingly.

Certain paperwork requirements will remain the same throughout the course, and they include the following:

· If an assignment is handwritten, it must be completed in blue or black ink only.

· All assignments must include a heading in MLA format with the student name, teacher, course, date, and assignment title in the upper left hand corner of the paper.

· All handwritten assignments must be handed in on white loose-leaf paper, and word processed assignments must be in a standard font of 12 point size and in times new roman.

· Students must hand work in on time to receive full credit:  10 percent will be deducted from an assignment for each school day the assignment is late.  Assignments for than five days late will not be accepted.

Any assignment not meeting the above criteria will be returned to the student.  
    

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read, understood, and agreed to adhere to the policies stated in the English 10 syllabus and contract.

____________________________________________

student name (print)

__________________________________



_______________

Student’s signature






date

__________________________________



_______________

Guardian’s signature






date
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