Name__________________________________________

English 9 Course Outline
New Paltz High School

Ms. McKenna
fmckenna@newpaltz.k12.ny.us

Welcome to New Paltz High School! 
This is a new and exciting time for you and I am glad that I get to be a part of the first step of your journey.
English 9 Reading Goals:
· Reading for pleasure 

· Close reading – textual analysis (non-fiction, poetry, novels, plays)
· Acknowledging and understanding the variety of texts such as texts that inform, express, analyze, inquire, or persuade. 
· Understanding Rhetoric – analysis of purpose (ethos, pathos and logos)
· Understanding WHY WE READ.
· Self-evaluating – what do I like to read and why? What am I good at reading? Why do I struggle with certain types of texts?

· Building a respectable base of knowledge (articles of the week will help with that)
· Understanding that reading is complex and there is not always a clear cut answer to our inquiries.  

Sustained Silent Reading:


We will be recreationally reading in class for 10-15 minutes per day. 

Below are the course readings for ninth grade English. The list is subject to change as the year proceeds:
· The Crucible by Arthur Miller

· Night by Elie Wiesel (memoir)

· Animal Farm by George Orwell

· A Long Way Gone  by Ishmael Beah

· Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare (drama)

· Lord of the Flies by William Golding

· Lost in Yonkers by Neil Simon

· Poetry  -- often incorporated in our one minute read-alouds
· Nonfiction – you will be reading articles of the week.
· SSR – sustained silent reading 
English 9 Writing Goals:
· Understanding why we write
· Learning when, why and how to elaborate
· Experimenting with all kinds of writing without repercussions

· Practicing and formalizing many forms of writing such as express and reflect, inform and explain, evaluate and judge, inquire and explore and take a stand and propose a solution.
· Self-evaluating – what works for you? It’s not one size fits all.

· SELF EDITING 

The Writer’s Notebook – the FOURTH section of your binder:

As my student and as a thinker, I want you writing as much as possible.  You must step away from the idea that if it is not graded, it is not important. This is where the writer’s notebook is essential. You will have a one subject notebook with you every day. I want you writing almost every day. A writer’s notebook is just a blank book. You will be filling it. It will not be a dialogue back and forth where you write something and hand it in to me and I tell you what I think.  I will only be reading about one quarter of what you write and your writing will be as private as you choose.  This notebook is a place for you to write without worrying about your grade. This is where you will play around with writing, experiment with different styles and take risks. Often times (when I write), I will write an entire paragraph and cross out every sentence except one. Rather than feeling like all that writing was a waste of time, I see the one gem of a sentence I got out of all that work and realize it was worth it! The finished product is not the point of a writer’s notebook. The writer’s notebook can be your safe haven; it can be a home where you can begin to develop the habits of mind – seeing, thinking, expressing, and reacting to the world. 

English 9 Inquiry Learning Goals: 
So… being a 21st century learner is quite a challenge. One of the most important skills you can develop before branching into the work place is to be a self-directed, curious and resourceful learner.  To do this, you must embrace:
· risk taking
· the messiness of learning
· time management 
· creative problem solving 
· self-direction
· self-reflection
My expectations for you as my student:

1. You will take risks with your writing

2. You will write and read A LOT!

3. You will take ownership of what you write and read (and be proud of your work)
4. You will talk  A LOT about what you write and what you read

5. You will take yourself seriously and work to your potential 
Your Assignments

Adjusting to block scheduling, as a freshman, is tricky. It takes some time to figure it all out. You may be one of those students who prefer to do your “A” day homework on the same day you have class because the material is fresh in your mind. You may want to space it out over two nights; you may want to wait until the evening before. You are in high school now; it’s time for you to figure out the best time management system for you. Within a month or two, you should be able to work it out. I try to make my assignments as clear as possible for you. I write the assignments on the right hand side of the board. If you leave class early for band, make sure that I did not add anything to the assignment or take anything away. A good way to check this is to go to my web page where the assignments are posted. I often hand out paper copies of weekly sheets that have the schedule for the week or two. I will update the weekly sheet on the web site. Another way to remain up to date on assignments is to choose two reliable people in the class to call, text, e-mail, etc. in case you miss class. 

Name __________________________________________________    Number ________________________________

Name __________________________________________________    Number ________________________________

If you are not in class when an assignment is due or need to hand in an assignment when I am not in the classroom, either e-mail it to me from your school e-mail address, or ask the main office to put it in my mailbox. Please DO NOT leave assignments on desks or in classrooms! They are bound to get lost. You may e-mail me any assignments but they must be sent from your school e-mail account. I will often leave feedback on e-mailed assignments and e-mail them back to you.

Extra Help
Extra help can be for a number of purposes. Sometimes you may need a quiet place to simply do your homework and have me there just in case you have a question. I am fine with that – you do your thing and I’ll try not to talk to you too much. Other times, you may want me to help you go over an essay you are writing to give you some direction and feedback. I have even had students come to me with their notebooks in disarray in desperate need of some organizational help. Extra help is not a place for me to tell you what a book is about if you didn’t read it. You must meet me half way and come prepared to work and ask questions. I am available for extra help every day after school at 2:20 in room 163.  If I am in room 164 or 170 or in the English office (243) instead of 163, I will have a sign on the door of room 163 to let you know. Occasionally I will have a meeting at 2:25 and will not be available, therefore it is important to let me know when you want to stay for extra help. This does not mean that you can’t just pop in after school – please do. I welcome all visitors. 
MATERIALS:
1. One three-ring binder with FOUR separate sections (dividers) labeled with the following:
a) Literature (material from literature we are reading)
b) Reference material
c) Skills work
d) Writer’s Notebook
2.  Folder
3. Post-it notes & highlighters
4. Blue and black pens

5. Loose-leaf paper for your binder
Grading Policy: 
Homework:  5-10 points (QUICK CHECK) – you cannot make up the quick check homework assignments! A quick-check homework assignment is a grade that assesses whether or not you are doing your homework and are prepared for class.  If you left the homework on your bed and swear that you did it, you still lose the credit. You must be responsible.  Everyone makes mistakes sometimes. If I collect the homework and grade it, then you may hand it in late for point deductions. 
Articles of the week:  50 points
Short writing assignments:  10-20 points 
Quizzes:  10-50 points – If I assign reading homework, you will most likely have a multiple choice reading quiz the next class.  The quizzes will assess whether or not you read the chapters.  If you read, you should do very well!
Exams:  100-200 points 
Essays:  100-200 points

Participation:  Occasionally I give daily participation points (5 points). If you go above and beyond, I give bonus points.
Late Work Policy:

Any work that is not ready to be handed in when I am collecting it is LATE. If you are handing in an essay at the end of the day rather than 2nd block, it’s LATE. 
1 DAY LATE = 10% OFF – even if you hand it in at the end of the day, it’s still 10% off
2 DAYS LATE = 20 % OFF
3 DAYS LATE = 30% OFF
4 DAYS LATE = 40% OFF
5 DAYS LATE = 50% OFF

After five days, I cannot accept your work. I will ask you to write down how late it is on the front of the paper. 
Plagiarism:

As an educator, I welcome academic honesty and tenacity in a student’s work.  On the other hand, I abhor academic dishonesty (copying homework, cheating, plagiarism, using films and CliffNotes/SparkNotes while failing to read the original work).  This type of behavior has no place in high school, and it will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism is the direct copying of a source.  If a student chooses to plagiarize at any time during this course, disciplinary action will be taken and the assignment will be given a ZERO.  

Absences: 

If you miss more than ten classes (for the entire school year), you must make up the time.  If you are absent, make sure that you get the work from a friend in the class or see me the next day.  If you are out, I EXPECT you to come in to the next class prepared and ready to work.  Sometimes there are things that cannot be learned if you are not in class. If that is the case, stay after school for extra help.  
Website 
I am still developing my teacher website and will make it available to you when it is ready! In the meantime, I will hand out weekly assignment sheets and make them available via e-mail. 

When it is ready, please check the web page for handouts, weekly sheets, and important information for your course.
English 9 Contract

One of the purposes of this course is to broaden a student’s understanding and appreciation of classic and contemporary literature.  Only in a community of trust can we help each other reach our academic goals.  Some guidelines regarding the classroom will aid in our journey.  Please contact me with any questions or concerns.
· Language is important and words matter.  Racist, sexist, homophobic, or other abusive language will not be tolerated.  

· A respectful atmosphere is key to a learning atmosphere.  I respect my students as individuals, and I expect them to act accordingly.

Certain paperwork requirements will remain the same throughout the course, and they include the following:
· If an assignment is handwritten, it must be completed in blue or black ink only.

· All assignments must include a heading in MLA format with the student name, teacher, course, date, and assignment title in the upper left hand corner of the paper.

· All handwritten assignments must be handed in on white loose-leaf paper, and word processed assignments must be in a standard font of 12 point size and in times new roman.

· Students must hand work in on time to receive full credit:  10 percent will be deducted from an assignment for each school day the assignment is late.  Assignments for than five days late will not be accepted.

Any assignment not meeting the above criteria will be returned to the student.  
    
Please detach here and return the lower portion to Ms. McKenna: 
By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read, understood, and agreed to adhere to the policies stated in Ms. McKenna’s English 9 syllabus and contract.
____________________________________________
                          student name (print)

__________________________________


_______________

Student’s signature





date

__________________________________


_______________

Guardian’s signature





date

