How the first amendment affects our lives as journalists.

For this project, you are asked to investigate the first amendment: what it means, how it can be interpreted for journalists, and how you foresee it affecting our rights as journalists and Americans in the 21st century. After our initial class discussion focused on the first amendment, you will be directed to this page to begin your work. Each group is responsible for researching and developing a presentation that qualifies what it means to shape and "clarify" the first amendment for future generations.  Each presentation should be focused on a notable court case that frames your ideas. 

You also need to have some element of your presentation that includes ideas from other people your age.  This could be a video, interview transcripts, facebook posts (printed out), or a blog transcript that shows your ideas, and what others think about them. 

Rationale:
The practice of journalism in America only exists because the first amendment was written in conjunction with the US Constitution. We do, however, have to constantly re-interpret the first amendment because journalism itself is an evolving art.

Process: 

1. Please assemble yourselves in groups of four (please no more).  Mr. Neden will then point each group toward a court case that you should begin researching.

2. Begin by thinking about what you know about the first amendment.  Think about what others need to know.

3.  Each group will need to begin their presentation with a question for the class.  This question is designed to get everyone thinking about the case and what you are about to present.  Please format your question for a thorough class discussion before your presentation begins.

4.  Each group will also need to have a handout prepared for the class.  Neden can make copies or you can print out enough on a school printer.  Please only make the handout 1 page.  We like trees.

5.  You may use any means necessary to present your findings.  Powerpoint, video, discussion, etc.  However, be sure that the format for the presentation is based on class engagement.  You must do more than just talk at us!

6.  Divide up the responsibilities amongst the group members.  Everyone speak please!

7. Decide and develop how will you gauge the thoughts of your peers.

Sources:

You need to have all of your sources for the project cited on your handout to the class about your court case and thoughts.  If you cite wikipedia, or if you do nothing more than go to wikipedia, you will not score well.  Wikipedia is a good FIRST stop for this assignment. Use the "references" tab at the bottom of the page to find other, more notable, websites/pages that will help you.  Be prepared to thoroughly discuss/present your case to the class.

 Some good sources:

 splc.org

 poynter.org

 highschooljournalism.org

 1stamendment.net

 firstamendmentcenter.org

 firstamendmentcoalition.org

 oyez.org

Essential Questions: 

How did your court case affect the reading of the first amendment?

Did the decision by the court limit or strengthen our rights as citizens?

What did your findings/court case show us about our country at the time the court decided its opinion?

Is the decision still plausible today?

How did this case affect our rights as journalists?

Provide your opinion and thoughts on the issue.

Final word: Although some of the court cases you will find deal with other categories of the first amendment, please try and focus each presentation on what they say about the rights of student journalists.  You will also need to interview people!  You will all find current, applicable and interesting cases to investigate.  Enjoy.

