Welcome to Journalism!  

Mr. Neden

Voice Mail: (845) 256-4100 x1088

Email: jneden@newpaltz.k12.ny.us

Welcome to Journalism at New Paltz High School! I will make sure that all assignments are clear and understandable. However, you must be an active participant in the process. I am always available for help online or via the telephone whenever I am not available in person. I welcome questioning. Learning is all about questions.  I believe the classroom is only the beginning of education.  Therefore, I will strive to relate all of our learning and content to our world through various means including guest speakers, films, and collaborative learning.  We are all consistently learning and I always encourage your feedback.  We are all going to work hard this year and have fun doing it!

This class is going to serve as an introduction to journalism: the history of, the development of the 1st amendment, various types of newspaper articles, the future of newspapers in the 21st century, and online writing and publication.  We will be covering all aspects of the business including writing, peer revision, editing, layout and publication.  The course is divided into various sections (which all have their own purpose and sequenced for many various reasons):




The challenges facing the 1st amendment and its importance




Basics of scholarly journalism




Dissecting stories and crafting individual drafts (all types of articles)




Journalism in the 21st century

We will also focus regularly on current events and popular news stories affecting the world.  Each class will begin with a news broadcast focused on world news and there will be bi-weekly quizzes that test your knowledge of news events. We will be regularly using MOODLE for many assignments, collaborative learning, as well as the class website which is accessible through Mr. Neden’s homepage.  All pertinent class information is readily available on the class website and deadlines will be consistently reinforced throughout our time together.  At the conclusion of this course, my goal for each of you is to have a thorough knowledge of the basics of journalism, an understanding of the history of journalism, and most importantly: to become active, engaged students who question everything!

Grade breakdown is as follows:

Quizzes









20 %

Journalism portfolio *each quarter*






50 %

Class Participation








30 %

Since we are all very busy people, it is not mandatory for the participants in this class to be active members of the newspaper staff; it is however, mandatory to submit a minimum of two (2) articles for submission in the school paper each quarter.  (Although I do encourage everyone to be active in the paper.)
Absence and Tardy Policy (participation points)

It is extremely disrespectful to be late (tardy) for class.  Good attendance and punctuality will be rewarded.  Students will be graded daily on a 5 point scale for participation in class.  If a student is absent or tardy, they will receive a zero for that day.  Missed daily points (due to being tardy) can be made up by serving a detention either before or after school, or during lunch.  Missed daily points for an excused absence (a student cannot make up points for unexcused absences) can be made up by speaking with me and we can come to a reasonable outcome for making up the missed work.  Class information for the day the student is absent needs to be obtained from another student in class.  It is the student's responsibility to make up missed work.  Use the class website to catch up on any missed handouts or homework.

 

Plagiarism

As an educator, I welcome academic honesty and tenacity in a student's work.  On the other hand, I abhor academic dishonesty (copying homework, cheating, plagiarism, using films and Cliff's Notes while failing to read the original works).  This type of behavior has no place in high school, and it will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism is the direct copying of a source.  If a student chooses to plagiarize at any time during this course disciplinary action will be taken, and the assignment will be given a zero. I am eager to accommodate my students in their academic progress.  I expect determination and diligence from my students, and I am looking forward to an enlightening year of shared intellectual discourse and exploration.

 

The Journalism Portfolio
Writing is a process.  This is not a theory, but fact.  Journalism is no exception.  With that said, here are some very important dates you need to be aware of this semester.  For each of the quarters outlined below, you will need to turn in the three articles assigned.  Each assignment will have in-class peer review, teacher review, and the final submission will be in portfolio form.  

· Quarter 1: a standard news article, a feature article, a review, and 1 letter to an editor, writer, or publisher of a paper.

· Quarter 2: editorial, sports article, and a personality profile or human interest story.

· Your final project in the class will be announced as we arrive at the end of the course.  It will be based on student interest.

Class Procedures:
· All in-class writing can be saved to the school’s server.  You will each have your own folder which can be used to save all class work.  Each student will also have a folder stored in class which can serve as the cache for any written materials which have been printed or need to be accessed readily (peer review sheets).

· For every piece of writing, peer review is mandatory.  There will be time allotted in class for each occasion.  Peer review serves many functions which will make your writing much stronger.

· Any long-term assignments (presentations, publications, etc.) will be referenced far ahead of their due date.  You will have the opportunity to work in class for some assignments and others will be completed solely outside of class.  For the majority, however, class time will be allocated. 

· All of the assignments in this class will be completed at your own discretion.  It will not be uncommon for you to have two or three projects assigned at the same time, and you are responsible for managing your time, staying productive, ensuring completion of peer review, submitting any writing for teacher review, and fulfilling all project requirements.  

· Use the website!  There will always be links for supplemental material and websites to aid in your quest to report the news.

Materials you will need for this class:

1. One folder for class work

2. Lined paper

3. One (1) Composition Journal with a clear division between two subjects. (This can be wire bound or have the marble cover.  I would recommend the wire bound, because it can be easily stored in your notebook.)

4. A good attitude

5. An open mind

6. An eagerness to learn

Journalism Contract
Expectations I Have for Myself

“We can only teach that which what we are” – Jean Jaures

I expect you to accept responsibility for your behavior and your grades.  As your teacher, I am also expected to accept responsibility for certain things.  Thus, this year I will strive to:

· Be consistent and fair in the application of classroom/district expectations and policies.

· Foster a comfortable, positive and supportive environment for all of you.

· Provide you with effective and relevant instruction.

· Provide constructive feedback in academic and behavioral areas to both you and your parents.

· Be a positive force in your lives, making sure to model the behavior and level of dedication that I expect from you.

One of the purposes of this course is to broaden a student's understanding and appreciation of journalism in America. Only in a community of trust can we help each other reach our academic goals. Some guidelines regarding the classroom will aid in our journey. Please contact me with any questions or concerns.

· Language is important.  Racist, sexist, homophobic, or other abusive language will not be tolerated.

· A respectful atmosphere is the key to a learning atmosphere.  I respect my students as individuals, and I expect them to act accordingly. 

Please be aware that many assignments will be turned in type written.  For each assignment there will be plenty of class time allotted for typing and revising using the word processors at the school.

English Department Policy on late work:

Students must hand in work on time to receive full credit: 10 points will be deducted from an assignment for each school day the assignment is late. Assignments more than five days late will not be accepted.

Please return this page by ___________________

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read, understood, and agreed to adhere to the policies stated in Mr. Neden’s Journalism syllabus and contract.

______________________________________

Student name (Print)

_______________________________
__________________

student’s signature
date

_______________________________

student email address

_______________________________
_____________________

parent (‘s)/guardian (‘s) signature
date

_______________________________________________

parent (‘s)/guardian (‘s) email address

*Please print clearly when filling in the email address portions.  I will communicate regularly by email with information regarding upcoming assignments, grades, and class information.  Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time (day or night, weekend or holiday) in regards to your student’s progress in English class.  I am always available to lend any assistance.

